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Participants in the 2009 Grand Master’s Class at the

Aladdin Shrine included (from left): Eli Pierce; Paul Quinn
and his sons, Joey and Andy; and Donnie Garrett.

New England Welcomes Brethren

More than 3,500 men joined Ohio’s Masonic fraternity on June 13
during MWB Charles Murphy’s 2009 “Grand Master’s Class.” More
than 200 men participated in the central Ohio class, held at the
Aladdin Shrine.

Sixteen of the new Brethren are members of New England No. 4.
New England Lodge welcomed a large class of new Brethren via the
Grand Master’s One Day Class on June 13.

That evening, the Lodge greeted our new Brethren and their spouses
at a special dinner to welcome them to New England No. 4. With the
addition of the Grand Master’s Class members, New England Lodge
has raised 25 Master Masons since March.

District Award Received

WM Mike Price received an award at the recent 14th Masonic
District Awards dinner for the best Best Apron Lecture during the
2009 Inspection season. Said WM Price, "This is my favorite part of
the EA degree. | suppose it shows! It also points out that you don't
need to be perfect to be successful. 1 left out a sentence, but it still
flowed well. Most importantly, it was a meaningful moment for the
candidate.”
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Corn Roast to
be Aug. 16

A Humboldt tradition
comes to New England
Lodge when a corn roast
is held Aug. 16. Come
and get corny!

The Corn Roast will be
held at Blendon Woods
Metro Park from 3:30 to
6:30 pm in the Hickory
Grove Shelterhouse. It
will be a continuation of
the famous Humboldt
Annual Corn Roast. This
event is a long-standing
tradition  within  the
lodge. Look inside on
page four of this edition
of The New Englander
for more on the history of
the unique event.

Take this opportunity to
come out to meet and
greet your brothers, new
and old, and grow a new
tradition  within ~ New
England Lodge.

Blendon Woods Metro
Park is at 4265 E. Dublin-
Granville Road Westerville,
OH 43081. On the web at:
www.metroparks.net/Parks
BlendonWoods.aspx




The New Englander

Welcomel!

Worshipful
Master Mike Price

Welcome to  this
inaugural issue of The
New Englander
newsletter.

The newsletter is an additional means by which the
Lodge can keep in touch with you. It complements the
Lodge web site (www.newengland4.org), the hotline
(614-885-5116), The Ohio Mason and our Lodge e-mail
list. Why do we need yet another communications
medium? The recent Lodge communications survey
showed us this was the right way to go. We received
150 responses to the survey and 48% wanted a separate
newsletter, 31% wanted the Ohio Mason, and 22%
wanted both or didn’t specify a preference. While it is
difficult to come to a hard and fast conclusion from
these kinds of numbers, we can certainly see that there
is a strong demand for a Lodge specific newsletter.

Some members indicated that they were not familiar
with The Ohio Mason. | expect that they have all
received a copy or two by now, since all members of
NE4 get a copy (let me know if you haven’t received
one yet).

When asked the best way to communicate with our
members, the responses were pretty much split between
telephone, regular mail and e-mail, with telephone a
having a slightly larger share of the responses. This
year, we have used all three of these tools to contact our
membership, even using an automated phone calling
system to remind our membership to attend the open
house. We plan to use all of these media in the future.

If you are active on email and have not received an e-
mail from our lodge by the time you are reading this
newsletter, please send an email to
master@newengland4.org with your name and email
address. Please include “Mailing List” in the subject
line.

New England Lodge is working to define its goals,
mission and vision statements. Please see the
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accompanying insert for more details about the
August 11 meeting. This is an important meeting
to attend. Be a part of creating the model for
the future of New England Lodge! We started
this process last summer and quickly
determined we wanted to be more involved
with the community. Worthington Schools
gave a presentation on how we can help them.
At our September meeting, we will hear from
the new Worthington Food Bank. We hope to
have one more group visit us in October and
then decide which group(s) we will help as a
Lodge at our November stated meeting (all
groups have opportunities for individual
volunteers — contact me if you are interested
and I’ll get you connected with the right

people).

Speaking about the food bank; please plan to
bring some non-perishable food items to
Lodge during the September stated meeting (if
you can’t make it, but would like to help, send
a check made out to New England Lodge, put
Food Bank in the memo area, and we’ll make
sure they get your donation). Let’s not let our
guests go away empty handed!

What a great year we have been having! The
highlights of the year (so far) have included
the merger with Humboldt Lodge, a fantastic
Merger Celebration Party, a Lodge open
house, a successful inspection, raising 25 new
Master Masons (16 during the 1-day class and
9 by the traditional method), awards dinner,
scholarship dinner, a blood drive, adopt-a-road
cleanup, the Memorial Day Parade, and
several other excuses to meet and eat! With
the Corn Roast, another blood drive, Adopt-A-
Road, Worthington Market Day, our Veterans
Hospital visit, and our Leadership Training
course, perhaps the best is yet to come! Please
join us!

Fraternally,

Mike Price

Worshipful Master

New England Lodge No. 4


mailto:master@newengland4.org
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New England Lodge traditionally participates in Worthington community events, such as
marching in the annual Worthington Memorial Day parade and hosting blood drives.

Take Your Masonic Leadership to a New Level

New England Lodge is proud to present “The
21 lrrefutabl e Ildadership
course based on the book by the same title
written by Dr. John C. Maxwell. This course
will help you identify what you must do to
improve your leadership behavior and assist
you in fulfilling your Masonic leadership
responsibilities.

This course is an intense study of leadership
behavior as presented in Dr. Maxwell’s book.
It will be presented over a six month period
with classroom sessions twice a month of
approximately 3 hours each. Between sessions
there will be required study and preparation
for the next class. The classes will be held the
1 and 3™ Wednesday of each month
beginning in November 2009 and continuing
through April of next year. All classes will be
held at New England Lodge, Williamsburg
Dining Facility.

Even if you are not an aspiring leader this
course will introduce concepts that will
improve your relationships with your family
and your work associates; help you to
organize and prioritize tasks; and improve
yourself as a Mason.

Courses like these can cost more than $1000
when offered to the general public, but in an
effort to help build leaders, we are offering
this course for only $275 to Masons in Central
Ohio. As an added incentive to build the
leadership of New England Lodge and Horace
Wright Chapter, our members can take this
course for only $75. This fee includes a copy
of “The 21 1lrrefutable
participant workbook, all other materials and
custom course completion certificate which
will be presented at a victory leadership
banquet.

The course will be facilitated by Mike
Clevenger, PM, a Maxwell certified instructor.
The class size will be limited to 30 and we will
be accepting registrations from New England
and Horace Wright members exclusively
through September 8, 2009. After that date,
registrations will be accepted from all Central
Oho Masons until September 22. For
additional information and enrollment form
you may contact Mike at
mike@masonicleader.com or call 614-885-
5494,
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A Historical Perspective: The Humboldt Corn Roast

The Aug. 16 Corn Roast is a continuation of a
long-standing tradition within the Masonic
fraternity. Its origins date back to when
Columbus was a much smaller town. Everybody
lived near the country, so it was easy to find
suitable open ground. Besides, without air
conditioning, being outdoors was much more
pleasant than being indoors.

Many early members of Humboldt Lodge
were German-American descendants who settled
in the south end of Columbus. In 1920, the lodge
bought 25 acres of vacant land along Big Walnut
Creek at Lockbourne Rd. There they built a large
shelter house or party house, which they named
the “country club.” They held numerous picnics
and other social events there for the next twenty
years.

In August, corn was always plentiful and
available from the farmers south of town, so the
summer picnics became known as the Corn
Roast. The Lodge provided the corn, and the
members brought the other dishes and beverages.
The Erfurt brothers, Eddie and Freddie, ran a
butcher shop on the south end for many years.
These brethren were the grandfather and great
uncle of our current member Ed Erfurt. Their
contribution to the Corn Roast was sliced meat.
They would load their meat slicer on their truck
and drive it to the country club, along with big
loafs of meat. They would slice cold cuts for
sandwiches for all the participants.

In the years between the world wars,
Humboldt grew to be one of the largest lodges in
the state. In those years, the Corn Roast attracted
more than a thousand people annually, including
the members, their families and friends, and
many local politicians.

During World War Il the U.S. Army
“borrowed” the property to use as a temporary
camp. Many tents were pitched to house the
troops. By the time the war ended and the Army

relinquished possession, the building was in
need of much repair. There was no
enthusiasm for rehabilitating it, so the
property was sold to a local church. The
Corn Roast stayed on the South Side, but
moved to a facility owned by the YMCA,
known as the Hoover South Side Y Park.

As Lodge membership declined in
the 1980s, a smaller venue for the Corn
Roast was deemed appropriate. Brothers
Bob and Dick Stevens volunteered the use
of their property near Pataskala. They
fabricated large stainless screens to hold
many ears of corn over large tubs of hot
coals. On several occasions, the lodge
received shipments of perch and walleye
from Lake Erie, making the event both a
Corn Roast and a Fish Fry.

Our current master chef is Brother Paul
Eckard, assisted by his talented wife,
Lynda. He has assembled a vigorous young
staff of cooks and supply specialists to
carry on our tradition of gourmet
excellence. Enjoy this event, a long-
standing tradition new to good ol’ #4. We
look forward to seeing you there.

Upcoming Events

Tag your calendar and join us! Aug. 2,
14" District Picnic, 1 p.m.; Aug. 11,
Lodge Planning meeting, 7 p.m.; Sept. 1,
Stated Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Golf Shirt
Night; Sept. 8, Special Meeting, 7 p.m.;
Sept. 19, Old Worthington Market Day
and Blood Drive, 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.;
Sept. 29, Special Meeting, 7 p.m. For
more information, visit
www.newengland4.org or call 614-885-
5116.

The New Englander is a publication of New
England Lodge No. 4, Worthington, OH. Please
send news and comments to the editor:
newsletter@newengland4.org
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